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Advancing EMS Systems

• A National Trauma Care System – The Office of EMS co-sponsored a report by the National Academies 

of Science, Engineering and Medicine that recommended ways to integrate military and civilian trauma 

systems to achieve zero preventable deaths after injury.                      

nationalacademies.org/hmd/Activities/HealthServices/LearningTraumaSystems/National-Trauma-Care-System

• Update to Model EMS Clinical Guidelines – In June of 2016, NHTSA entered into a new cooperative agreement 

with NASEMSO to develop projects impacting EMS systems. NASEMSO recently updated the National Model EMS 

Clinical Guidelines to include the latest information on cardiac arrest from the American Heart Association, and will 

continue to revise the guidelines as needed.              

nasemso.org 

• Innovations in Trauma Care Conference – The Office of EMS is lending support to the American College of 

Surgeons to sponsor a national conference that will disseminate and promote recent advances in trauma care, 

with a special emphasis on lessons learned during the recent conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. The conference 

will be held in the spring of 2017 and will encourage participation from all levels of healthcare providers.   

facs.org

• Promoting Innovation in EMS Project Nears Completion – Two years ago, NHTSA, the Department of 

Homeland Security and the Department of Health and Human Services co-sponsored the Promoting Innovation 

in EMS Project to encourage new EMS practices in state and local systems. This year, the project released a 

draft of the final report for public comment.        

emsinnovations.org 

• Revision of the EMS Agenda for the Future – As NHTSA recognizes the landmark report’s 20th anniversary, 

the Office of EMS issued a request for information and received many valuable comments from stakeholders as 

the first step in the process to revise the Agenda.        

ems.gov/advancing-ems-systems.html
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Promoting Education

• EMS Focus Webinar Series – This Federal webinar series provides the EMS community with a unique 

opportunity to learn more about collaborative efforts to improve EMS systems at the local, state and national 

level. Recent webinars have discussed the role of EMS in reducing opioid overdoses, revising the EMS Agenda for 

the Future and implementing evidence-based guidelines.       

ems.gov/ems-focus.html

• AACN Education for EMS and 911 Medical Directors – The American College of Emergency Physicians 

received funding from the Office of EMS to develop an online training course to teach EMS and 911 medical 

directors, as well as other healthcare professionals, about the use of Advanced Automatic Collision Notification 

data to identify motor vehicle crash occupants with serious injuries. The course is expected to be available in the 

fall of 2016.            

aacnems.com 

• National EMS Scope of Practice Model Revision – NHTSA issued a request for proposals to revise the 

National EMS Scope of Practice Model. The goals of the project will be to identify new evidence and science 

regarding the regulation and State licensure of EMS personnel, facilitate implementation of the Scope of Practice 

Model, and establish future revision cycles for the Scope Model.      

ems.gov/education.html

Using Data to Improve Care

• EMS Compass Develops Performance Measures - Through a cooperative agreement with NASEMSO,  

NHTSA continues to fund the EMS Compass initiative, which designed evidence-based performance measures 

and released them for public comment and testing. The EMS Compass measures will help local, regional and State 

EMS systems use their NEMSIS v3 data to improve patient care.       

emscompass.org 

• Using EMS Data to Support Public Health Efforts  - NHTSA and its Federal partners have been collaborating 

with the Office of National Drug Control Policy to support the White House initiative to combat the opioid 

epidemic. Information from the National EMS Database provides valuable insight into the impact that opioid 

overdoses are having on communities across the country. The Office of EMS also collaborated on an article about 

using data and partnering with public health on drug-related issues for the October issue of EMSWorld magazine. 

ems.gov/emsdata.html  

• NHTSA Hosts “Beyond Data Collection Summit: Envisioning an Information Driven Future” – In July, 

NHTSA hosted stakeholders from more than 30 organizations to discuss data collection and use in EMS and the 

healthcare continuum. The project committee that facilitated the summit will develop a working document to 

support data use in improving EMS and to inform the EMS Agenda for the Future revision.    

ems.gov/emsdata.html 
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Enhancing EMS Workforce

• REPLICA – A well-educated and uniformly credentialed EMS workforce continues to be a priority goal for FICEMS, 

and the Federal partners continue to support state, territorial and tribal efforts to enhance interstate legal 

recognition and reciprocity of EMS personnel. NASEMSO has proposed an interstate compact model (REPLICA) 

that will help offer rapid and in some cases immediate legal recognition to EMS practitioners operating across 

state lines.            

nasemso.org/Projects/InterstateCompacts/        

ems.gov/pdf/FICEMS_Strategic_Plan_Released_March2014.pdf

• Fighting Fatigue in EMS – Sponsored by the NHTSA Office of Behavioral Safety Research, the goal of the Fatigue 

in EMS initiative is to develop evidence-based recommendations that can help EMS agencies and practitioners 

mitigate the impact that fatigue has on the health and safety of patients and providers.     

emsfatigue.org

Promoting Safety 

• Use of Lights and Sirens –NHTSA is funding the completion of an Emerging Issues Whitepaper on the 

appropriate use of emergency response and transport with lights and sirens, a long-standing topic for debate in 

the EMS community. Pennsylvania EMS Medical Director Douglas Kupas, MD, serves as the lead author of  

the whitepaper.            

ems.gov/safety.html 

• Safely Transporting Children in Ground Ambulances – NHTSA continues its internal team efforts to research 

and assess the current status of pertinent standards, guidance and authorities related to safely transporting 

pediatric patients. NHTSA also participates as a member of NASEMSO’s Safe Transport of Children Ad Hoc 

Committee (STC).           

ems.gov/ambulancesafety.html 

• EMS Provider and Patient Safety in Ambulances – The Office of EMS analyzed twenty years of ambulance 

crash data as part of a national campaign to promote provider and patient safety in ambulances. The infographic 

is a key element of that campaign, which has reached hundreds of thousands of people. It is available for 

download to share with your organization.        

ems.gov/pdf/NHTSAOEMSAmbulanceInfographic.pdf
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Enabling Preparedness 

• Stop the Bleed Initiative  – The Office of EMS supports the “Stop the Bleed” campaign led by the White House 

to train Americans to serve as immediate responders by recognizing and treating major bleeding in the first few 

minutes after an injury.  The campaign has developed several videos, infographics and other resources to help 

educate the public.            

dhs.gov/stopthebleed

Supporting Research

• Prehospital Management of Suspected Opioid Overdoses – The Office of EMS, in collaboration with other 

Federal partners, is supporting a systematic review of the scientific literature on prehospital management of 

opioid overdose. The report, which will focus on the optimal route(s) of administration, titration goals and hospital 

transport following resuscitation, is expected to be published in May of 2017.     

ems.gov/research.html

• Statewide Implementation of Evidence-based Guidelines – The Office of EMS provided support to 

NASEMSO to study the implementation of an evidence-based guideline on pain control in six states. The report, 

expected to be published in early 2017, discusses barriers and enablers for prehospital guideline implementation 

and includes an extensive implementation toolkit.        

ems.gov/research.html 

Assisting the 911 System

• Recommended Minimum Training Guidelines for Telecommunicators – This project is the result of a 911 

community-wide effort over three years to identify nationally recognized, universally accepted minimum topics 

that can be used to train aspiring and current 911 telecommunicators, and to provide the foundation for ongoing 

professional development. The project developed recommended training topics and a model legislative document 

for states.             

911.gov/trainingguidelines.html  

• Standards for Enhanced and Next Generation 911 – The number of standards development organizations 

(SDOs) addressing NG911 issues can make understanding and tracking the developing standards a daunting task. 

Since 2011, the National 911 Program has assisted the community’s important standards development effort by 

compiling and sharing all of the current standards information in one complete report.     

911.gov/standardsfornextgen.html 

• 2015 National 911 Progress Report – The National 911 Program released the latest report of 911 statistics 

and progress in deploying NG911 from more than 42 states and territories. The data is useful for States and 911 

stakeholders in developing effective policies, planning and implementation strategies.      

911.gov/national911statistics.html 
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NEMSAC 
The National EMS Advisory Council (NEMSAC) is a nationally recognized council of EMS 

representatives who provide advice and recommendations regarding EMS to the DOT and 

FICEMS, which often influence EMS programs and priorities.            

    ems.gov/nemsac.html

Council Addresses Several Critical Issues - The new NEMSAC began its term by setting 

priorities and establishing five committees: Data, Integration and Technology; Funding and 

Reimbursement; Provider and Community Education; Innovative Practices of EMS Workforce; 

and Patient Care, Quality Improvement and General Safety. In addition, the Council created two 

ad hoc committees: one to examine ways to help states implement the Recognition of EMS 

Personnel Licensure Interstate Compact (REPLICA) and another to look at naloxone and the 

current National EMS Scope of Practice. At the September 2016 meeting, the Council made 

several recommendations to NHTSA and FICEMS, including:

• Expansion of naloxone administration to all EMS provider levels during the next revision of 

the National EMS Scope of Practice  

• Development of standardized EMS data manager training to ensure high-quality EMS data 

capture and analysis

• Sponsoring a national mobile integrated healthcare data summit to bring stakeholders 

together to create an MIH data dictionary

• Updating the Trauma System Agenda for the Future and the Model Trauma System 

Planning and Evaluation document

All of the Council’s final reports and recommendations can be found on the Council’s website at 

ems.gov/recommendations.html.

NEMSAC Elects New Chair and Co-chair - In September 2016, the Council elected Vince 

Robbins and Sabina Braithwaite, MD, to serve as chair and vice chair, respectively, following 

the year-long leadership of John Sinclair and Anne Montera. Robbins, who has served as the 

president and CEO of MONOC in New Jersey since 1990, was appointed to NEMSAC in 2015 as 

the hospital-based EMS representative. Braithwaite is an experienced emergency physician and 

EMS medical director who also previously served as the EMS committee chair for the American 

College of Emergency Physicians. 

The Council is scheduled to meet on December 1 and 2. NEMSAC meetings are open to the 

public and include a public comment period. Pre-registration is required.     

    ems.gov/nemsac.html
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FICEMS
The Federal Interagency Committee on EMS was established in 2005 to ensure coordination 

among Federal agencies involved with State, local, tribal and regional emergency medical 

services and 911 systems. NHTSA’s OEMS, in cooperation with its federal partners, provides 

administrative support to the Committee.          

    ems.gov/ficems.html

FICEMS Endorses Position on Mental Health - In August 2016, FICEMS issued a statement 

recognizing the impact of stress on the mental health of EMS and other public safety personnel. 

In the statement, FICEMS also advocated for support and resources for the mental and 

behavioral health of responders.                     

    ems.gov/ficems-reports.html

FICEMS Addresses Opioid Epidemic - In a letter to the director of the Office of National Drug 

Control Policy, FICEMS emphasized the important role EMS systems play in fighting the opioid 

crisis, from treating overdoses in the field to collaborating with public health on prevention 

activities. “It is the intent of FICEMS that EMS systems be fully integrated and coordinated with 

community-wide efforts to plan and respond to opioid overdoses,” the letter said.                           

    ems.gov/newsletter/marapr2016/opioid-overdose.html

FICEMS Recommends Using Grant Funding for NEMSIS Version 3 - In December of 

2015, FICEMS Chair Ed Gabriel wrote a letter supporting the use of emergency preparedness 

grants, cooperative agreements and other Federal grant funds to support EMS agencies’ 

efforts to implement NEMSIS version 3. “FICEMS recognizes the need for complete and uniform 

documentation of EMS patient care, the inclusion of that documentation in the patient’s 

electronic health record, and the use of this data to support EMS performance measurement 

and improvement,” Gabriel wrote.         

    ems.gov/ficems/dec2015/FICEMS-Letter-on-NEMSIS-Utilization.pdf
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Dear EMS colleagues,

It is an honor to write to you in my new role as Director of the Office of EMS at the National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration. Having worked with NHTSA for many years, as both a local EMS medical director in Michigan and 

during my time at the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, I know what a vital role the Office of EMS plays in 

supporting the nation’s EMS systems.

I also know that the real work happens at the local, regional and state levels. My colleagues at NHTSA, along with our 

partners on the Federal Interagency Committee on EMS, do our best to support that work. But it is the dedication of 

the nation’s EMS providers to the people they serve that allows EMS in this country to continue to improve.

This year marks an exciting time for NHTSA and the EMS profession. I join the Office of EMS as we prepare to support, 

with the Health Resources and Services Administration, a major revision of the landmark EMS Agenda for the Future, 

the 1996 report that helped set the stage for the current EMS landscape. This month also marks the 50th anniversary 

of the National Academy of Sciences’ report, Accidental Death and Disability: The Neglected Disease of Modern Society, 

which helped raise awareness of the need for safer roads and vehicles and more organized EMS systems.

I am excited to build on the work of the last 50 years by continuing to support initiatives like the National EMS 

Information System, which is fostering the development of data-driven and evidence-based EMS systems; the efforts 

to promote a safe, prepared and well-trained EMS workforce; and more. Please visit EMS.gov to find out more about 

our work in these areas and sign up to receive emails so you can stay informed.

Lastly, I specifically want to commend Drew Dawson for the leadership he has shown not only in his time at NHTSA, 

but in every role he has held during his four decades serving the EMS community. I’ve known Drew Dawson for more 

than 25 years, and have not met anyone as committed to this profession and to all of you. Replacing Drew in the 

office will not be easy, but his approach to engaging the entire EMS community and listening to the challenges you 

face—and the solutions you have developed—is a great example that I intend to follow.  

Thank you all for your dedicated service to your local communities, to EMS and to each other. I look forward to 

working with you.

Sincerely,            

Jon Krohmer, MD

About NHTSA’s Office of EMS
Consensus building, collaboration and supporting significant national projects are the hallmarks of NHTSA’s contribution to EMS system 

development. Its mission is to reduce death and disability by providing leadership and coordination to the EMS community in assessing, 

planning, developing and promoting comprehensive, evidence-based emergency medical services and 911 systems.

For more information about the Office’s programs and initiatives, visit EMS.gov. There, you can sign up to receive EMS Update, the Office’s 

official newsletter, or register to attend EMS Focus: A Federal Webinar Series. 


